Apparent elevated blood alcohol due to laboratory artefact: A potential cause of misinterpretation.
Of all the drugs of forensic interest, none are more common or pervasive than alcohol. A thorough understanding of all aspects of alcohol pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics is essential for any clinical forensic practitioner. In rare cases interpretation of blood alcohol results may require questions to be asked about laboratory analysis. We present a case where an apparently positive blood alcohol result could have resulted in an unnecessary avenue of coronial investigation of a child death.